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/ 


| OF THE 


BURROUGH 
_ New-Windlor. - 


In the County of Berks, 
Concerning the Election of their Burgeſles 


to ſerve 1n this enſuing Parliament. 


J 7naſor is a Free Burrough, which time out of 
mind hath ſent two Burgeſles to ſerve in Par- 
liament. 


The ancient right way of EleQting theſe Bur- 
peſſes, 1s by the common Burgeſles in general, to wit, the In- 


habitants, Houſe-holders' of the Burrough (being neither In- * 


| mates, Lodgers, Sojourners, nor Alms-takers) whictris moſt as 
grecable toLaw,and moſt ulual,where there is no ſpecial Cuſtom 
ro the contrary , as where they chule by Freemen, there if a 
Freeman decay lo as toreceive Alms, yer his Vote is good. The 
Iike where they chuſe by ancient Burgage-Houſes, in point of 
Tenure, if an Inhabitant of one of thoſe Houſes receive Alms 
yet his Poll is good, &+c. ; 

This Burrough is likewiſe Incorporate by Charter, conliſt- 
ing of a number not exceeding 30. choſen out of the genera] Bur- 
geſles, Inhabitants, and called by the name of Mayor, Bayliffs, 
and Burgeſles. ny 

This Sele&t number of Burgeſſes have pretended to the ſole 
right of Election of Burgeſles to Parliament in themſelves, ex- 


cluding the general Inhabitancy, and have occaſioned ſeveral - 


Competitions in Parliament, v:z. Azzo 1640. It was adjudged 
for the general Inhabitants, againſt the ſpecial men : Ano 1667. 
A 


for 
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- for the ſpecial men, and in the laſt Parliament for the general In- 
habitants again : Where oblerve by the way, that the Inhabi- 
rants in general, is and muſt be meantthe Burgeſles in general 
of the #wrrough, with reference to the Burgeſles ſpecial of 

Corporation of the Burrough, that 1s, rhe Houle keepers 

eneral, who are in Law called theFree Burgeſles of an ancient 

Burrough ; and not every particular perſon that lives in the 

Town, as a Lodger, S5journer, ec. © 

Which being premiled tor the clearer apprehenſion of the caſe, 

the matter of Fact proceeds thus. * 

_  Tharſday, Auz.,28. laſt, was the day of this EleCion, as 
T, varſes) Feb. 26. was of the former, and perhaps may prove as 
fortunkte to them, where there ſtood in Competition, Rich. 

Winwooa, and Samuel Starkey, Elquires, whoin the laſt Par- 

- liament had recovered the ancienc right for the Inhabitants, 

- againit the ſpecial Burgeſles, Fohx Carey, Elq, Maſter of the 
Kings Buok-Hounds, and Fob Powney, Elq; Purveyor of Hay, 

_ and Corparal of the Yeomen of. the Guard, and who was dil- 
miſſed rhe laſt Houſe of Commons upon the ſaid Proſecution. 

_ _ winwedand Sterkey, food to be choſen by the general Bur- 

geſles, Houlcholders of the Burrough, and as near as could be 

alled no other. 7 
Cerey, and Pownez, took far different meaſures, for having 

the Mayar and Under-Steward at their devotion for the Return 

(who did poſitively refuſe to admit any Exceptions or Queries 
9 be entered on the Poll-book, but promiſed liberty of debate 

alterwards) they were relolved to have the majority of Votes 


> 


atany rate, to which end they polled not only Inhabitants of 
he Burro (thole A they had obtained by ſuch un- 
due practiſesas no Loyal Subje&t will venture to mention but in 
. theplace where they mult be adjudged) but likewiſe the Inha- 
bitants ofthe adjacent Villages round about, Inmates, Lodgers, 
Sojourners, Almes-men, Bargemen living zo miles from thence, 
Citizens of London, and in ſhort, every perſon that could give an 
account of his name, if he were for Carey, and Powney, was 


c 
, 


"i 


" Notwithſtanding all which, the Majority of Votes yet reſt- 
ed with winwood, and Starkey, wheretore to make the buſineſs 
ſure, His Majeſty and the Queen being then Reſident in the 
Ciſtle of wi»dſor, aplace wholly exempt from the Burrough, 
aad onely part of the County at large, Carey, and Powrey, Sum- 
moned in their Servants, polling thorough all the Offices from 
the Board of Green-Cloth down to the Grooms, Water-men, 
Letter-men, helpers in Stables, and Turn-ſpits (endeavouring 
bp: _ to perſwade the World, that becauſe his Majeſty had been 40 
days refident in the Caltle of windſor , therefore by a fatal con- 
- - fequenceall the Servants muſt be Inhabitants and Free hr 
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of the Burrough of windſor, capable to give Votes in Election - 


of Burgeſſes for Parliament ; whereas if it were poſſible that 
ſuch an Impoſition could take , yet were they fo often changed 
in waiting, that few had been there 40 days, and beſides many 
of them do not Lodg 1n /1»aſor, but the Nerghbouring Towns. 
They polled likewiſe Yeomen of the Guard, Geatlemen of \ 
the Horſe-guard ; and no doubt, would have proceeded borh 
to Horle and Foot; but that the other party cryed Quarter, . *_ 
' and yielded them the majority of thoſe Votes. | 
The Poll being cloſed, and rhe Poll-book fo diſguiſed, that 
it was hard to diſtinguiſh, whether it were a Poll-book of rhe 
general Purgeſſes of the Burrough, a Roll of the King and 
Queens Servants, or a Muſter of the Soldiers. #in»wood and Star- 
key took Exceptions to their Poll, and offered to juſtifie their 
own,and telling the Mayor how dangerous it was for him, whom 
the Law had 1ntruſted with the diſcrimination of good from - 
bad Votes, upon every {light occaſion, to give a trouble to the 
Houle of Commons, who have the great Afﬀairs of the Nation 
Incumbent on them , deſired him to take good advice upon his 
Return (having time enough) and whoever had the majority of . 
Votes of the general Burgeſles of the Burrough, according to 
Law to return them , which they conceiving themſelves to have, 
demanded , and the Mayor promiſing to give notice of time to 
_ diſculs the Queries, and that he would afterwards adviſe 
his Return, They lett him about 12 of the Clock on Friday, to 
thoſe fair conſiderations: In the mean time they prepared to 
make good their Exceptions, taking our a Liſt of particulars 
from their Counter-poll-books , and plying the Mayor with 
continual meſſages, that they could make them good, and that 
they were ſure of the majority of Legal Eleftors (which they 
had by many Votes) viz. ws 
Starkey 212 
wWinwood 191 


Powney 154 

Carey” 96 

The Mayor ſtill return'd for anſwer, he would take time, and 
make his Return with good advice, declaring he did betieve 
iQ his Conſcience, w4irwood and Starkey had moſt of the'Inhabi- - 
rants z and that thoſe people (meaning the King and Queen's 
Servants, cc.) had no Votes, *© ling ey 

wWinwood and Starkey remained ſatisfied the Mayor would be 
juſt; bur inſtead thereof, Monday following, their names were 
12 the London-Gazzette, as cholen Burgeſles for windſor, before 
they were proclaimed there, longing it ſeems to publiſh the con- 
queſt to the World, where it was taken for granted they would 
be lo, and accordingly the ſame day, the Under-Steward having 


made a learned ſpeech among the brethren of the Corporation 
A 2 in 


beſide Queries. 
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”  jantheir 6w#/4-H40, ſignifying that Carey and Powncy had the 
”  amajority of Votes, andifany Exceptions were to be taken, the 
[proper was the Houſe of Commons, they prevailed with 
the Mayorto Seal an Indenture of Return of Carey and Powzey, 
> and foproclaimed them, without any deciſion of the Queries, 
"6 or ny reaſon offered by the Mayor for it ; but that he durit not 
> Return #inwood and Starkey, for if he thould they would Kill 


© © Whicharbitraryand illegal proceeding of theirs, contains in 
Bs it, not only merit of Election, bur allo great matter of Gricyance, 
 - beingas it were one general aſſault upon all the Laws made for 
” "che preſervation of the Freedom of Elections, it 1s therefore 
hoped the Honourable the Knights, Citizens and Burgeiles , 
n they ſhall be aſſembled inParliamenc, will be pleaſed to hear 


TT "85 2X 1a 


= © -thisCaule at the Bar of the whole Houle ; where Mr./42,y009 and 
 - Mer.Starke, having experienced the great juſtice of the laſt Houic 
of Cemmons, do not queſtion but to be vindicated, and the Ot- 
—_ ”-..” fenders for example fake ſtritly puniſhed. 


—_ The Clemency of the laſt Houſe towards this Mayor, has, 
BS, made way for the Juſtice of this ; for had he ſuffered for his 


2 —_ falſe Return then, he would have taken more care for a true one 


now; for till a Bill can pals for Regulating Elections, withour 


_  doubtthe way to have true Returns,is leverely to handle nor on- 
the proper Officers dire&ly, bur likewile the Contrivers and 
- managers of falſe ones, eſpecially having not the leaſt colour of 


a Hointin Law to warrant them: According to the good and fa- 


pe 


— of 
. 


© 


 mons example of the caſe of Norfolk, in the laſt Houle , where 
not only the proper Officer, the Sheriff, was committed for mil. 

- defrieanour in the Election for Knights of that County ; but 
likewiſe a Doc. who had diſperied a great mans Letter, influen- 
cing the Freeholders to one particular party, contrary to Law, 
= was ordercd to be ſent for, as a Contriver of undue practices , 
= by which means there will be leſs heat in Elections ; and Gen- 
Y tlemen, fairly and indifferently choſen by their reſpetive Coun- 
ries. will be returned without the charge of Petitions, the in- 
- convenience whereof is ſcarce conceiveable, but by ſuch perſons 
- as have becnconcerned in them, they being oblieged to ftrug- 
le not onely againſt the foulneſs of the action, bur likewiſe 
ththe urgency of publick Afﬀairs to get a hearing, and to 
zhich this Cauſe of Election is humbly referred, with this, thar 
much more will be proved at the hearing than is here ſet 


OT - v 
- .- - f 
£ > 
WA WR -< ""E o « V % 
Eg, 5} wb 
44” ihe bs 
> i: 
By .* . & 
re E EG Z = _ 
= % 1 
= IS ; 
Þ 2; 0 > 6 D 
War © 
OT _q ' 
LS 
£ *. O 
zo : 
"2" : . ES 
SZ - 
E Cc 
7 4 wy * 1 
» » = ” 


REPROD CL TRONM int ORG i 
Ter ny, ; £21 ©N 
: % 


_ 
4 # . oe 
bs _ 


SN THE P5179 E 
LSEASY ASD 5.TERY 
FOR REFEREES Colly 
PERMISSION Nt C4. x1 FOR : 
REPROUUYCT 
wy, 


